








restrictions or requires daily medications. Knowing that
a camp has the means and facilities to cope with special
needs, handle any emergencies that may arise or help
to administer preventative treatments can be enough to
help you determine which camp to choose in the end.

Confirming with the camp director that a registered
nurse and certified lifeguard are always on duty are just a
couple of safety issues to consider. Ask the camp director
what their emergency procedures are in case of a fire,
poisoning, or in the case of a child having swum out too
far. Do all camp staff members have first-aid training?
Is there a system in place to follow when an emergency
does occur? Are the sleeping quarters storm-proof? Your
peace of mind is key in choosing a camp, so don’t be
afraid to ask questions and voice your concerns.

Direction and Leadership

A camp’s leaders and directors are fundamental to your
child’s summer camp experience. The grounds that your
little camper has his or her eye on may appear to provide
all the adventures and facilities they could ever want, but
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it’s up to the people who run the camp to make or break
the experience there. While away from home, your child
will be following the instructions of the camp staff and
under their care, so it’s important that your little one
feels comfortable with them. This is something to keep
in mind on your visit to the camp or during your phone
call with the director.

Camp leaders are often younger and less experienced
in working with children than their superiors, and it’s
essential that you feel confident in their abilities. Also
ask yourself if the camp’s values and guidance techniques
mesh with your own. Keep in mind, though, that camp
is ultimately a unique experience designed to introduce
your child to new people, new activities and different
ways of life. Encourage your youngster to ask questions
and express any concerns. Watch them form their own
opinions and help in the quest for the best summer
camp.

Cost and Affordability

According to the British Columbia Camping
Association, cost should be the last factor to consider
after the facilities, safety level, programs and leaders
have passed both your and your childs personal
requirements. Although cost is an important element,
knowing that your kids are safe and happy will go a
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long way towards ensuring your peace of mind when
they’re out of your care.

A camp’s tuition has to cover many things: ensuring
sufficient numbers of carefully selected and trained
staff to offer a good camper-to-staff ratio, maintaining
program equipment and facilities, the care of animals
such as horses (if applicable), regular grounds upkeep,
health and safety inspection costs, food and emergency
supplies and annual upgrades. Generally, the more costly
the camp, the higher the standard of staff and facilities,
just as less expensive camps may employ lower-paid staff
and provide older equipment and fewer meal options for
campers. This doesn’t mean that only those families who
can afford a costly facility can enjoy a safe and exciting
experience. In fact, some camps are more affordable
because they’re partly subsidized by an organization,
and therefore haven’t had to compromise quality. Other
camps offer discounted tuition fees for lower-income
families.

Including your child in the decision-making process
and following through with your research will ensure
that together you choose the best
summer camp for your needs.

For more information on finding
summer camps in B.C.,
visit becamping.org
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